















Chip seals, also referred by other names including surface treatments, 
bituminous surface treatments, surface dressings, and seal coats, are an 
application of asphalt (commonly asphalt emulsion) directly on the pavement 
followed by an application of aggregate chips.  The resulting treatment is 
then rolled to embed the chips in the binder.
Chip seals are effective in sealing the pavement and improving surface 
friction.  Although they historically are used on low volume roadways, many 
agencies have been experimenting with them on higher volume roadways; 
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